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This edition of a timeless classic--enhanced by Emergent leader Tony Jones--will appeal to college

students, readers new to Christian classics, and anyone else who desires to learn how to make

spirituality a moment-by-moment way of life.Brother Lawrence's Practice of the Presence of God

has stood the test of time because it chronicles the life of a very ordinary person who became an

extraordinary Christian. Through a life of humility and service, Brother Lawrence achieved

something that many Christians aspire to: he was so concentrated on God that God became a part

of his every breath. Whether deep in prayer or peeling potatos in the kitchen, he knew God's

presence.This readable translation, replete with enlightening background notes, will appeal to

today's reader in ways that no other edition has been able to do.
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I first learned about this wonderful little book through another very useful book entitled "Great Books

of the Christian Tradition" by Terry Glaspey. Glaspey is a Christian booklover who's well read in

Christian literature and considers this book one of the top ten that every Christian ought to read. The



value of Brother Lawrence's book is seen in the fact that it is one of the favorites of some of the

other authors on Glaspey's top ten list: A.W. Tozer (author of "The Pursuit of God") and Richard

Foster (author of "A Celebration of Discipline"). Another popular Christian author (who is a Quaker

like Foster) that was influenced by Brother Lawrence is mentioned in the introduction by Hal Helms

in Paraclete Press's edition of "The Practice of the Presence of God": Hannah Whitall Smith (author

of "The Christian's Secret to a Happy Life"). Mrs. Smith called Lawrence's book "one of the most

helpful books I know." And still another Quaker, Thomas Kelly (author of the classic, "A Testament

of Devotion"), treasured Brother Lawrence's book as well. This is just a small handful of major

authors influenced by this classic that testifies to its enduring value in the broader Christian

community. I've read all of the above classics and therefore can personally testify that Brother

Lawrence's principles are reflected in all of them!Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection (a.k.a.

Nicholas Herman) lived in the 17th century and was a monk within the Carmelite Order of the

Roman Catholic Church. This was the Order of such notable Christian mystics as St. Teresa of Avila

and St. John of the Cross who authored other seminal mystical texts.
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